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"I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between 

your offspring and hers; he will strike at your head, while you 

strike at his heel." (Genesis 3:15, NABRE) 



The Protoevangelium 

The term Protoevangelium, derived from the Greek words proto (meaning "first") and evangelion 

(meaning "gospel" or "good news"), refers to the first announcement of the Gospel found in the Bible. This 

concept is primarily associated with Genesis 3:15, considered a foundational text for the Christian 

understanding of redemption. 

Scriptural Basis 

In Genesis 3:15 (NABRE), God addresses the serpent after the Fall of Adam and Eve, stating: 

"I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike at your 

head, while you strike at his heel." 

Explanation of the Protoevangelium 

Context of the Passage:  

• The Protoevangelium occurs after Adam and Eve disobey God by eating from the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil. Following their disobedience, God pronounces consequences for 

their actions, including the introduction of sin and death into the world. In this context, the 

Protoevangelium serves as a ray of hope amidst the judgment. 

Meaning of the Text: 

• Enmity: God declares that there will be hostility between the serpent (representing evil and 

sin) and the woman, which can be understood as Eve, but is often interpreted by Christians as 

Mary, the mother of Jesus. 

• Offspring: The "offspring" of the woman refers to humanity, culminating in Jesus Christ, who 

is seen as the fulfillment of this promise. 

• Strike at the Head and Heel: The phrase indicates a prophetic struggle between good and evil. 

The serpent will strike at the heel of the woman's offspring, which symbolizes a temporary 

injury, while the offspring will ultimately crush the serpent's head, symbolizing a definitive 

victory over sin and death. 

Theological Significance: 

• Promise of Redemption: The Protoevangelium is viewed as the first hint of God's plan for 

salvation through Jesus Christ. It foreshadows the coming of a Redeemer who will defeat sin 

and restore humanity's relationship with God. 

• Mary’s Role: In Catholic theology, the Protoevangelium is often seen as a reference to Mary, 

emphasizing her unique role in salvation history as the mother of the Messiah. 

• Hope Amidst Judgment: This passage highlights God's mercy and His desire to redeem 

humanity, offering hope that despite the Fall, salvation is possible. 

The Protoevangelium is significant in Christian theology as it encapsulates the essence of God's redemptive 

plan for humanity. It lays the groundwork for understanding the necessity of Christ's coming and the 

ultimate triumph of good over evil, which is a central theme throughout Scripture. The interpretation of 

Genesis 3:15 as the first proclamation of the Gospel continues to be a foundational element in the Church's 

teaching on salvation and redemption. 


