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"But these are written that you may come to believe 

that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 

through believing you may have life in his name." 

(John 20:31, NABRE) 
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New Testament 

Overview 

The New Testament is the second part of the Christian Bible, consisting of 27 books. It focuses on the life, 

death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ and the establishment of the early Church. Key sections include: 

The Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John): These recount the life, teachings, miracles, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Acts of the Apostles: Chronicles the early Church, the spread of Christianity, and the missionary 

journeys of St. Paul. 

The Epistles (Pauline and Catholic Letters): Letters written by apostles like Paul, Peter, James, and 

John to various Christian communities, offering theological teachings and practical guidance for 

Christian living. 

Revelation: An apocalyptic vision given to John, focusing on the final victory of Christ over evil and 

the fulfillment of God’s kingdom. 

The New Testament fulfills the promises of the Old Testament, highlighting Jesus as the Messiah and the 

path to salvation for all humanity. 

Purpose 

The purpose of the New Testament is to reveal the fulfillment of God's plan for salvation through the life, 

death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. It provides: 

Theological Understanding: It teaches that Jesus is the promised Messiah and Son of God, sent to 

redeem humanity from sin and reconcile them with God. 

Instruction for Christian Living: Through the Gospels and Epistles, the NT offers guidance on how 

to live a life of faith in Christ, follow His teachings, and participate in the community of the Church. 

Establishment of the Church: The Acts of the Apostles and letters to early Christian communities 

offer a blueprint for the formation and mission of the Church. 

Promise of Future Hope: The Book of Revelation points to the ultimate victory of Christ and the 

establishment of God's eternal kingdom. 

Overall, the New Testament serves to spread the message of salvation, nurture faith, and guide believers in 

their journey toward eternal life in Christ. 

Formation of the New Testament 

Stage 1: Public Ministry of Jesus 

During the life of Jesus Christ, His public ministry involved teaching, performing miracles, and 

proclaiming the Kingdom of God. Jesus' words and deeds were witnessed by His Apostles and 

other disciples. This firsthand experience formed the foundation for the future proclamation of the 

Gospel. 

Stage 2: Oral Tradition 

After Jesus' death and resurrection, His Apostles began to preach and spread His message across 

the Roman world. They orally recounted His teachings, miracles, and the significance of His death 

and resurrection. This oral tradition was crucial for the early Church, as it passed on the Good 

News before anything was written down. The early Church formed and grew through the 
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preaching of the Apostles, and this tradition ensured the consistency and faithfulness of the Gospel 

message. 

Stage 3: Written Gospels and Epistles 

As the Apostles aged and the Christian communities expanded, there was a growing need to 

preserve the teachings in written form to avoid distortion. The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, 

and John were written between 65–100 AD, capturing the life and teachings of Jesus. Additionally, 

the Epistles, primarily written by Paul, along with letters by Peter, James, John, and others, were 

composed to address doctrinal, pastoral, and practical issues in early Christian communities. These 

writings solidified the apostolic teachings and were used for instruction in the churches. 

Recognition of Canon 

As the Church grew, various writings circulated among Christian communities. By the end of the 

4th century, the Church recognized which writings were divinely inspired and authoritative. The 

criteria for recognizing the New Testament canon included: 

▪ Apostolic Origin: The books needed to be written by an apostle or someone closely 

associated with one. 

▪ Doctrinal Consistency: The teachings had to align with the core beliefs of the faith passed 

down from the apostles. 

▪ Liturgical Use: The texts were widely used in Christian worship and teaching. 

At the Council of Carthage in 397 AD, the Church formally recognized the 27 books of the New 

Testament as canonical. These books were selected for their apostolic authority, theological 

coherence, and universal acceptance across the early Church. 

This process ensured that the New Testament was a faithful and authoritative witness to the life of 

Christ and the teachings of the Apostles, forming the foundation for Christian faith and practice. 

The Four Gospels 

Gospel of Matthew 

• Audience: Primarily written for Jewish Christians. 

• Written: Around 80-90 AD. 

• Context: Matthew was written after the fall of Jerusalem and is thought to have been composed 

for a Jewish-Christian community. It presents Jesus as the fulfillment of Old Testament 

prophecies, positioning Him as the new Moses. 

• Focus: Matthew presents Jesus as the Messiah foretold in the Old Testament, and often 

emphasizes how Jesus fulfills the prophecies of the Jewish Scriptures. 

• Key Theme: Jesus as the New Moses. Just as Moses delivered the Israelites and gave them the 

Law, Matthew portrays Jesus as the one who brings a new law and salvation, but for all people. For 

example, the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) is often seen as a parallel to Moses receiving 

the Law on Mount Sinai. 

• Narrative Differences: Matthew includes elements that would resonate with a Jewish audience: 

o Genealogy: Matthew traces Jesus’ genealogy back to Abraham, the father of the Jewish 

nation, to show that Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham (Matthew 1). 

o Emphasis on the Law: Jesus is portrayed as the one who perfectly fulfills the Law. Matthew 

often emphasizes how Jesus interprets the Law and fulfills the prophecies about the Messiah 

(e.g., Matthew 5:17). 
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o Kingdom of Heaven: Matthew uses this phrase rather than "Kingdom of God," likely to respect 

the Jewish custom of not using God’s name directly. 

Gospel of Mark 

• Audience: Written primarily for Gentiles (non-Jewish Christians), likely in Rome. It is considered 

the earliest Gospel,  

• Written: Around 65-70 AD. 

• Context: Mark is considered the earliest Gospel. It was likely written shortly after the persecution 

of Christians under Emperor Nero and the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem (70 AD), 

addressing a Gentile audience and emphasizing Jesus as the suffering Messiah. 

• Focus: Mark emphasizes the suffering Messiah, and Jesus’ role as the Son of God who came to 

serve and to give His life as a ransom for many. 

• Key Theme: Jesus as the Suffering Servant. Mark's Gospel is fast-paced and action-oriented, 

often focusing on the deeds and miracles of Jesus more than His teachings. The emphasis is on 

Jesus’ passion and suffering, showing that His path to kingship is through suffering and sacrifice. 

• Narrative Differences: 

o Direct and Urgent Style: Mark frequently uses the word “immediately” (e.g., Mark 1:12) to 

show the urgency of Jesus' mission. 

o Suffering and Discipleship: Mark portrays Jesus as misunderstood, even by His closest 

followers, and emphasizes that true discipleship involves carrying one’s cross and following 

Jesus in suffering (Mark 8:34-35). 

o Shorter Ending: Mark’s original Gospel ends abruptly with the empty tomb and no post-

resurrection appearances (Mark 16:8), though later manuscripts add appearances of the risen 

Christ. 

Gospel of Luke 

• Audience: Written for a Gentile audience, specifically addressing Theophilus, and likely aimed 

at a broader, educated Greek-speaking readership. 

• Written: Around 80-90 AD 

• Context: Luke was written for a broader Gentile audience and aims to present an orderly account 

of Jesus’ life and ministry. It emphasizes the universal scope of salvation and the compassionate 

nature of Jesus. 

• Focus: Luke emphasizes the universality of salvation—that Jesus came for all people, not just 

Jews, and shows particular concern for the poor, outcasts, women, and sinners. 

• Key Theme: Jesus as the Compassionate Savior. Luke portrays Jesus’ compassion for the 

marginalized and emphasizes the Holy Spirit’s role in Jesus' ministry and the early Church. 

• Narrative Differences: 

➢ Genealogy: Luke traces Jesus' genealogy back to Adam, the first man, to show that Jesus is 

the Savior for all humanity (Luke 3:23-38). 

➢ Focus on Women and Outcasts: Luke includes stories that focus on women, such as the 

Annunciation to Mary (Luke 1:26-38), and sinners such as the parable of the prodigal son 

(Luke 15:11-32), which illustrates God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
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➢ The Infancy Narrative: Luke’s Gospel has a unique account of the birth of Jesus, focusing 

on the humble circumstances of His birth in Bethlehem and the announcement of His birth to 

shepherds (Luke 2:1-20). 

Gospel of John 

• Audience: Written for a Christian audience later in the first century, likely with the intention of 

strengthening believers’ faith in Jesus' divine nature. 

• Written: Around 90-100 AD 

• Context: John's Gospel was likely written last, during a period when the Church was reflecting 

deeply on Jesus' divine nature. It offers a more theological and reflective portrayal of Jesus, 

emphasizing His pre-existence and divinity. 

• Focus: John emphasizes Jesus’ divinity, portraying Him as the eternal Word of God who was 

with God from the beginning and is one with the Father. 

• Key Theme: Jesus as the Divine Son of God. John’s Gospel is more theological and reflective 

than the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke), focusing on the deeper spiritual meaning 

of Jesus' actions and teachings. 

• Narrative Differences: 

➢ High Christology: From the opening verse (“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 

was with God, and the Word was God” – John 1:1), John stresses Jesus’ pre-existence and His 

unity with the Father. 

➢ Unique Structure: John includes seven signs (miracles) that reveal Jesus' divine power, such 

as the wedding at Cana (John 2:1-12) and the raising of Lazarus (John 11:1-44). He also 

includes seven “I AM” statements, where Jesus identifies Himself with divine attributes (e.g., 

“I am the bread of life” – John 6:35). 

➢ Different Focus on Passion: John focuses more on the glorification of Jesus through His 

passion and resurrection, presenting Jesus as fully in control of His destiny. Unlike in the 

Synoptic Gospels, Jesus’ crucifixion in John is seen as the moment of exaltation and victory 

over death (John 19:30). 

Summary of Differences 

• Matthew writes to a Jewish audience, presenting Jesus as the new Moses and the fulfillment of 

Old Testament prophecies. 

• Mark, the earliest Gospel, is aimed at Gentiles and emphasizes Jesus' suffering as part of His 

messianic mission. 

• Luke focuses on Jesus’ compassion and inclusiveness, showing how His message of salvation is 

for all people, especially the marginalized. 

• John offers a more theological portrayal, focusing on the divinity of Jesus and His eternal 

relationship with the Father. 

Each Gospel was written in response to the needs and circumstances of its intended audience, 

contributing unique insights into the life and significance of Jesus Christ.  Despite these different 

perspectives, all four Gospels are unified in proclaiming Jesus as the Messiah and Savior, providing 

different angles to deepen understanding and strengthen faith. Each Gospel writer tailored his narrative 

to resonate with the specific needs and concerns of his audience.  This helps the early Church 

understand who Jesus is and what His life, death, and resurrection mean for humanity. 
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Acts of the Apostles 

• Written: Around 80-90 AD 

• Context: Acts, written by Luke as a continuation of his Gospel, documents the birth of the Church 

after Jesus' ascension and the spread of Christianity through the work of the Apostles, particularly 

Peter and Paul. It covers events like Pentecost, the missionary journeys of Paul, and the growing 

Gentile Christian communities. The book highlights the role of the Holy Spirit in guiding the early 

Church and reflects the Church's expansion amid persecution and challenges. 

• The Early Church: The spread of Christianity after Jesus’ ascension, led by the Apostles. 

➢ Formation and Growth: After Jesus’ ascension, the Apostles returned to Jerusalem, awaiting 

the coming of the Holy Spirit as promised by Jesus. The Church was born at Pentecost (Acts 

2), when the Holy Spirit descended on the Apostles, enabling them to speak in various 

languages and proclaim the Gospel to people from many nations. This event marked the 

beginning of the Church’s public witness and evangelization. 

➢ Communal Life: The early Christian community shared a common life, centered on the 

Apostles' teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread (the Eucharist), and prayer (Acts 2:42). They 

lived in unity, often sharing possessions and caring for the poor, reflecting the Gospel values 

of love and charity. 

➢ Persecution and Expansion: As the Church grew, it faced resistance, particularly from Jewish 

religious leaders. Early believers like Stephen, the first martyr, were persecuted for their faith. 

Despite opposition, persecution often led to the further spread of Christianity beyond 

Jerusalem, with Christians fleeing to Judea, Samaria, and beyond, carrying the Gospel with 

them (Acts 8:1-4). 

• Role of the Holy Spirit: How the Spirit empowered the Apostles and early believers. 

➢ Empowerment: Throughout the book of Acts, the Holy Spirit is the driving force behind the 

spread of the Gospel. The Spirit empowered the Apostles and early believers to boldly proclaim 

Jesus’ message. At Pentecost, the Spirit’s descent was marked by the Apostles speaking in 

tongues, which allowed people from many nations to hear the Gospel in their own languages 

(Acts 2:1-4). 

➢ Guidance and Miracles: The Holy Spirit guided the Apostles in their decisions, such as 

choosing Matthias to replace Judas (Acts 1:24-26) and directing them to evangelize specific 

people and regions. The Spirit also enabled the Apostles to perform miracles, such as Peter 

healing a crippled man (Acts 3:1-10) and Paul raising Eutychus from the dead (Acts 20:9-12). 

These signs helped confirm the truth of their message and drew people to Christ. 

➢ Breaking Down Barriers: The Holy Spirit played a pivotal role in breaking down barriers 

between Jews and Gentiles. In Acts 10, Peter is led by the Spirit to baptize Cornelius, a Gentile, 

showing that salvation through Christ is open to all people, not just the Jewish community. 

This event signified the Spirit’s role in expanding the mission of the Church beyond the 

boundaries of Judaism. 

➢ Missionary Journeys: One of the central figures in Acts is Paul (formerly Saul), who, after 

his dramatic conversion on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:1-19), became a tireless missionary, 

spreading the Gospel throughout the Roman Empire and establishing churches throughout the 

Mediterranean. Paul’s missionary journeys, documented in Acts, were instrumental in 

establishing Christian communities across the Mediterranean. 

Three Missionary Journeys: 
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✓ First Journey (Acts 13-14): Paul, accompanied by Barnabas, traveled to regions like Cyprus 

and Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey), preaching to both Jews and Gentiles. They 

encountered both success and persecution, often moving from city to city as conflict arose. 

✓ Second Journey (Acts 15:36-18:22): Paul traveled with Silas and later Timothy, reaching 

major cities such as Philippi, Thessalonica, Corinth, and Athens. During this journey, Paul 

wrote letters to the churches, offering guidance and encouragement. The journey 

emphasized the importance of Gentile conversion and the challenges of missionary work. 

✓ Third Journey (Acts 18:23-21:17): Paul revisited many of the churches he had founded to 

strengthen their faith, particularly in Ephesus where he spent two years. His teaching had 

such an impact that it began to disrupt local economies, especially those tied to pagan 

practices (e.g., the riot of the silversmiths in Ephesus, Acts 19:23-41). 

➢ Paul's Arrest and Final Journey: After returning to Jerusalem, Paul was arrested and 

eventually taken to Rome under guard (Acts 21-28). Even in chains, Paul continued to preach 

the Gospel to those around him. His journey to Rome, where Acts ends, highlights the spread 

of the Gospel even to the heart of the Roman Empire, symbolizing the Church’s mission to 

bring Christ’s message to all nations. 

Epistles 

The Epistles (or letters) were written at various times from the 40s AD to the 90s AD. They can 

be divided into two main categories: the Pauline Epistles and the Catholic (General) Epistles. 

Pauline Epistles: Letters to various Christian communities (e.g., Romans, Corinthians), discussing 

faith, morality, and church order. 

• Written: Between 50-65 AD 

• Context: Written by Paul to various early Christian communities (e.g., Romans, Corinthians, 

Ephesians), as well as individuals (Timothy, Titus, Philemon). These letters address theological 

issues (e.g., justification by faith, the role of the Law), practical advice on Christian living, and 

encouragement amid persecution. Paul’s letters also reflect the challenges of integrating Jewish 

and Gentile Christians and were foundational in shaping early Christian theology. 

Catholic (General) Epistles: General letters (James, Peter, John, Jude) addressing the whole 

Church on matters of doctrine and moral teaching. 

• Written: Between 60-90 AD 

• Context: These letters were written by various apostles, including Peter, James, John, and 

Jude, and were addressed to a broader Christian audience rather than specific communities. 

The Catholic Epistles deal with topics such as faith and works (James), Christian suffering (1 

Peter), and warnings against false teachings (2 Peter, Jude). They encouraged the early 

Christian communities to persevere in faith and holiness amid trials. 

• Themes: Faith in Christ, salvation, the new covenant, and ethical living. 

The Book of Revelation 

• Written: Around 95-100 AD 

• Context: The Book of Revelation, also known as the Apocalypse, was written by John 

(traditionally identified as the Apostle) while he was in exile on the island of Patmos. It was 

composed during a time of intense persecution of Christians under the Roman Empire, likely during 

the reign of Emperor Domitian. The book uses symbolic and visionary language to reveal the 

ultimate triumph of Christ over evil and the establishment of God’s eternal Kingdom. Revelation 
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encourages Christians to remain faithful amid suffering, assuring them of Christ’s victory and the 

final judgment. Its apocalyptic imagery points to the end times, the return of Christ, and the creation 

of a new heaven and earth. 

• Apocalyptic Literature: A genre of biblical writing that reveals divine mysteries, particularly 

concerning the end times, the ultimate triumph of God over evil, and the establishment of God's 

kingdom. The Book of Revelation uses symbolic language, visions, and dramatic imagery to 

communicate spiritual realities. 

• Purpose: The primary purpose of apocalyptic literature is to offer hope and assurance to believers 

who are enduring suffering, persecution, or uncertainty, by unveiling God's hidden plan for the 

future. Revelation serves as a cosmic battle between good and evil, showing that despite present 

hardships, God’s ultimate victory is assured. 

• Encouragement for Persecuted Christians:  

➢ Historical Context: The Book of Revelation was written during a time of intense persecution 

of Christians, likely under the Roman Emperor Domitian in the late 1st century AD. Christians 

were being persecuted for refusing to worship the Roman emperor and for holding fast to their 

faith in Jesus Christ. 

➢ Message of Hope: Revelation encourages Christians to remain faithful and steadfast in the face 

of persecution, promising them that those who endure will share in Christ’s victory and be 

rewarded with eternal life. The repeated call to “overcome” (Revelation 2-3) assures believers 

that their suffering is temporary, and God will vindicate them. It also reminds them that despite 

earthly oppression, God is in control and will bring justice to the wicked and salvation to His 

people.  

➢ Imagery and Meaning: The significance of visions, the number seven, and allegorical 

descriptions of heavenly realities. 

➢ Symbolic Imagery: The Book of Revelation is filled with highly symbolic imagery that 

represents deeper spiritual truths rather than literal events. These symbols were often drawn 

from Old Testament prophecies (especially from books like Daniel, Ezekiel, and Isaiah) and 

would have been familiar to its original audience. 

✓ The Dragon and Beasts (Revelation 12-13) symbolize Satan and oppressive worldly 

powers that persecute the Church. 

✓ The Four Horsemen (Revelation 6:1-8) represent various forms of judgment: conquest, 

war, famine, and death. 

✓ The New Jerusalem (Revelation 21) represents the ultimate renewal of creation, where God 

dwells with His people in a perfect, restored relationship. 

✓ The number seven is used throughout the book to signify completeness or perfection, such 

as in the seven churches, seven seals, seven trumpets, and seven bowls. 

• Meaning of Symbols: These symbols point to profound theological truths about the spiritual battle 

between good and evil, the temporary nature of suffering, and the ultimate triumph of God over all 

forces of darkness. The imagery is meant to provide believers with a heavenly perspective, showing 

them the reality of God's victory, even when it seems distant in the face of earthly struggles. 

 


